Progressive sensorineural hearing impairment in professional fishery divers.
There have been many reports of a high rate of hearing impairment in divers. A prospective study was performed to determine whether sensorineural hearing acuity in the same divers deteriorated faster than in a normal population as they continued diving. After an observation period of approximately 5 years, audiometric examination was performed on a group of professional fishery divers who had normal hearing or sensorineural hearing loss at the time of initial study. Thirty-three ears of 18 divers were included in statistical analyses. The average hearing deterioration in the divers in 5 years, after elimination of the aging effect, was 6.6 dB (SD 4.5) and was statistically significant. We concluded that the hearing acuity of our subjects deteriorated faster than that of normal Japanese.